
ANNUAL REVIEW 2019



The hake deep-sea trawl fishery catches approximately 84%  

of the annual hake total allowable catch – about 120 000 tons  
per year. The fishery is certified sustainable by the Marine 
Stewardship Council. 

SADSTIA members range from large, vertically integrated companies to  

medium-sized entities and small, diversified operators (with rights in other fisheries).  

The hake deep-sea trawl fishery delivers an estimated R6.7 billion  
to the South African economy every year.
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One of the highlights of 2019, was the selection and placement of 20 young 
graduates who began 12-month internships with the South African Deep-Sea 
Trawling Industry in April. The interns were placed in a broad spectrum of 
positions – they are working in human resources departments, as researchers 
and even in the aquaculture operations of some of our member companies. 
They are well educated, energetic and engaged in their internships and many 
of our members and associates have expressed real pleasure at working with 
them over the past year. 

The purpose of SADSTIA’s Graduate Internship Programme is to provide 
young graduates with work experience and an opportunity to start their 
careers – with the overall objective of addressing youth unemployment 
in South Africa. The expansion of the programme from an original seven 
internships to an eventual 20 positions was made possible by SADSTIA’s long-
standing partnership with the Transport Education and Training Authority. 

Other notable partnerships through which SADSTIA was able to realise benefits 
for the fishing industry in 2019 include the Fish For Good project – an initiative 
to increase the number of certified sustainable fisheries in South Africa – and 
the SADSTIA observer programme which continues to evolve and deliver real 
benefits for the management of the hake deep-sea trawl fishery. 

A new partnership which promises to bear fruit not only for our fishery but 
for the oceans economy as a whole, is the Public Private Growth Initiative  
which encourages cooperation between business and government. SADSTIA 
is participating in the PPGI via its membership of FishSA and Business Unity 
South Africa. 

Foreword
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Foreword
The pages of this Annual Review provide a unique 
opportunity to reflect on the many ways in which 
our members are building the communities in 
which they operate. An estimated 50 percent of the 
hake deep-sea trawl industry’s social investment is 
focused on education, and it is heartening to see 
our members supporting initiatives aimed at very 
young children, youth at risk, young adults and, of 
course, the development of their own employees. 

Our industry made progress on many fronts in 
2019 and it continues to reap the benefits of the 
responsible management of the Cape hake stocks. 
We are confident of retaining the certification of 
the Marine Stewardship Council and achieving 
even greater socio-economic benefits for the 
people of South Africa into the future.  We trust 
you will enjoy reading this Annual Review which 
represents a snapshot  of the industry’s activities 
and achievements in 2019.

Terence Brown
SADSTIA chair
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and what does it do?

 � Promote an understanding of the hake deep-sea trawl fishery  
and the vital role it plays in the ocean economy. 

 � Represent the trawler owners and operators active in the hake  
deep-sea trawl fishery.

 � Strive to achieve industry best practice with respect to labour relations,  
safety and quality. 

 � Support the infrastructure required for science-based fisheries management.

 � Create an enabling environment for sustainable fishing.

 � Engage with stakeholders including government, organised labour, scientists, 
non-governmental organisations, interest groups and the broader fishing 
community.
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Of the 33 rights holders active in the hake deep-
sea trawl fishery, 32 are members of SADSTIA. 

SADSTIA 
members

RIgHTS HolDeRS

Amawandle Hake (Pty) Ltd

Azanian Fishing Company (Pty) Ltd

Bhana Coastal Fishing CC

Blue Continent Products (Pty) Ltd

BP Marine Fish Products CC

Combined Fishing Enterprises (Pty) Ltd

Community Workers Fishing Enterprises (Pty) Ltd

Dyer Eiland Visserye (Edms) Bpk

EFH Walters Trawling (Pty) Ltd

Eyethu Fishing (Pty) Ltd

Hoxies Holdings (Pty) Ltd

Impala Fishing (Pty) Ltd

Irvin & Johnson (Pty) Ltd

J Engelbrecht Visserye CC

Khoi Qwa Fishing Development Company (Pty) Ltd

Mayibuye Fishing (Pty) Ltd

Nalitha Investments (Pty) Ltd

Ntuitif (Pty) Ltd

Offshore Fishing Company (Pty) Ltd

Pellsrus Historical Fishing Corporation (Pty) Ltd

Premier Fishing (Pty) Ltd

Rainbow Nation Fishing CC

Sea Harvest Corporation (Pty) Ltd

Seavuna Fishing Company (Pty) Ltd

Snoek Wholesalers (Pty) Ltd

Suidor Fishing (Pty) Ltd

Tradeforth 13 (Pty) Ltd

Usuthu Fishing CC

Visko Seeprodukte (Pty) Ltd

Vuna Fishing Company (Pty) Ltd

Ziyabuya Fishing (Eastern Cape) (Pty) Ltd

ZWM Fishing (Pty) Ltd

Deep water hake  
(Merluccius paradoxus)

Shallow water hake  
(Merluccius capensis) 

The hake deep-sea trawl industry operates on well-
established trawl grounds that extend from the 
Namibian border to the extreme eastern part of the 
Agulhas Bank near Port Elizabeth. Exploitation is 
predominantly in 200 m to 800 m water depth, and 
waters shallower than 200 m on the south coast. 
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2019
The year at a glANCe SADSTIA places 20 interns 

1 April marked the official start of the SADSTIA 
Graduate Internship Programme. In partnership 
with WWF and the Transport Education 
and Training Authority, SADSTIA provided 
12-month internships for 20 young graduates.

National elections 

South Africa went to the polls on 
8 May and on 29 May President 
Cyril Ramaphosa named Barbara 
Creecy the new Minister of 
Environment, Forestry and 
Fisheries. Makhotso Maggie 
Sotyu was appointed as Deputy 
Minister. 

M
AY

MARCH

APRIL

genesis Analytics study 

On 7 March SADSTIA released the 
findings of an in-depth socio-economic 
study of the Hake deep-sea trawl fishery.  
The study revealed that the fishery  
employs approximately 7 300 South  
Africans and contributes R6.7 billion  
to the SA economy each year.
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2019
The year at a glANCe 

World Fisheries Day 

Female engineer, Lucinda Krige, was the face of the 2019 
World Fisheries Day focus. Lucinda is the first woman to 
qualify and work as a chief engineer in the South African 
fishing industry. Her story highlights the importance 
of the South African fishing industry for food security, 
employment and opportunities. 

International Fisheries Stock 
Assessment Review Workshop

A panel of five international stock 
assessment and genetics experts 
recommended that South Africa works more 
closely with its neighbour Namibia in the 
assessment and management of stocks of 
deep-water hake, Merluccius paradoxus. 

Stakeholder meeting 

SADSTIA representatives joined  
hundreds of fishers and 
representatives of other fisheries 
associations at a Fisheries 
Stakeholder Forum. Minister Creecy 
announced the postponement 
of the Fishing Rights Allocation 
Process. 

MSC re-assessment

Late in October, the re-assessment of the South African 
trawl fishery for hake began with a visit to Cape Town 
by the assessment team. SADSTIA is optimistic that the 
fishery will achieve MSC certification for a fourth five-year 
period when the re-assessment is completed in May 2020. 

NOVEMBER

DEC
EM

BER
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N

E

JULY

OCTOBER

Mandela Month

The contribution made by SADSTIA 
members to the socio-economic 
well-being of the communities 
in which they operate is often 
overlooked. In July, SADSTIA 
highlighted the impact of its 
members’ R10.6 million per year 
corporate social investment (CSI) 
activities through a series of  
videos. Up to 50% of CSI funds  
are used to support projects  
in the field of education. 
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The socio-economic 
contribution of the  

hake deep-sea  
trawl fishery

In March 2019, SADSTIA released the outcome of an independent, industry-wide socio-
economic study of the hake deep-sea trawl fishery and in April the economists behind 
the study presented its key findings at a two-day policy conference. 

The conference, which was held in Somerset West, marked the start of the Fishing 
Rights Allocation Process of 2020 (later postponed to 2021) and was attended by a 

broad spectrum of fishing industry stakeholders. 

Fatima Fiandeiro, a partner in the consultancy firm Genesis Analytics and a specialist in 
competition and regulatory economics, presented the key findings of the study of the hake 

deep-sea trawl fishery. 

She called for a nuanced approach to the allocation of rights so as to avoid negatively impacting the 
socio-economic contribution of the industrial fisheries such as the hake deep-sea trawl and small pelagic 
fisheries. She and her colleagues estimated the contribution of these two fisheries to the South African 
economy to be, respectively R6.7 billion and R3.7 billion per year. Importantly, each has a unique set of 
economic characteristics that should be considered and captured in fishery-specific policies, advised 
Fiandeiro. Such policies should be a key feature of the impending Fishing Rights Allocation Process.

A socio-economic study of the hake deep-sea 
trawl fishery

Fatima Fiandeiro

Value
R4.5 billion per year 

Exports make up 67% of sales

Investment
R6.6 billion 

Vessels and processing facilities 
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In June, newly appointed Minister of Environment, Forestry 
and Fisheries, Barbara Creecy, told a Fisheries Stakeholder 
Forum meeting in Cape Town that she was considering 
postponing the Fishing Rights allocation process  that 
was to have culminated in the allocation of rights across 
12 commercial fisheries by 31 December 2020. 

In August, Minister Creecy published the suspension of  
FRAP 2020 in the Government Gazette. 

SADSTIA welcomed the decision to postpone FRAP 2020 
on the basis that a delay will allow the Department of 
Environment, Forestry & Fisheries (DEFF) to conduct a 
comprehensive socio-economic study of the fisheries that  
will be impacted by the allocation of rights. It will also allow 
the Department to quantify the significant transformation 
that has taken place in the fishing industry since 2005,  
when long-term rights were last allocated. 

FRAP 2020 is postponed

total Wage BIll
R1.89 billion per year

InCome tax 
R268 million per year
Municipal rates & taxes 
R6.9 million per year

supplIeR spend
R4.5 billion per year  

>R335 million per year  
with SMEs

JoBs
7 225 employees
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The year IN REVIEW
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Fourth MSC re-assessment begins

The South African hake fishery was one of the first fisheries in the world to be certified as sustainable 
and well-managed by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). It is still the only fishery in Africa to 
have achieved MSC certification. In October, the fourth re-assessment of the fishery began with a 
visit to Cape Town by the assessment team made up of Jim Andrews of the UK, Giuseppe Scarcella  
of Italy and Johanna Pierre of Australia. 

International fisheries experts, Giuseppe Scarcella, Jim Andrews 
and Johanna Pierre, constitute the assessment team that is 
conducting the fourth re-assessment of the South African  
trawl fishery on behalf of the MSC 

The team is responsible for assessing every 
aspect of the trawl fishery against the MSC 
Standard.

The concept behind the MSC Standard is 
that fishing operations should be at levels 
that ensure the long-term health of fish 
populations, while the ecosystems they 
depend on remain healthy and productive 
to meet the needs of present and future 
generations. 

The MSC Standard that is being applied in 
the fourth re-assessment is a more rigorous 
standard than was previously applied. It 
requires that more attention be paid to 
ecosystem issues – such as the effect that 
fishing has on vulnerable marine ecosystems 
and the management systems used to protect 
them – and it will deal with the possibility of 
stocks of hake being shared with Namibia. 

The result of the re-assessment of the South 
African trawl fishery for hake is expected to be 
announced in May 2020.

The Marine Stewardship Council
The MSC is an independent non-profit organisation that sets 
a standard for sustainable fishing and uses an ecolabel to 
recognise and reward fisheries that meet the standard.

The South African trawl fishery for hake is one of 
approximately 300 fisheries in 34 countries that are certified 
to the MSC standard. 
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The status of the stocks

A new operational management procedure (OMP) was implemented for both species 
of hake (deep-water hake Merluccius paradoxus and shallow-water hake Merluccius 
capensis) in 2019. New results from models of hake inter- and intra-predation were 
included in the OMP stress tests. Although previous results judged Merluccius 
paradoxus to be close to its target reference point of maximum sustainable yield 
(MSY), the results used for OMP testing estimated this species to be well above its  
MSY biomass level (BMSY). 

BMSY is significant because SADSTIA has committed to achieve BMSY by 2024 as part 
of its client action plan for MSC certification. Given the new biomass relative to BMSY 
estimates, this commitment is no longer a requirement for MSC certification. 

The status of Merluccius capensis also came under scrutiny during the development of 
the new OMP. The preferred and most likely estimate of stock status suggests a resource 
which is well above its BMSY, and for the situation where this is not the case, the OMP has 
been demonstrated to lead to rapid population growth towards and above BMSY. 

The new OMP has so far been used to set two total allowable catches, one for 2019 and 
another for 2020. These have been constant catch levels of just over 146 000 tonnes, 
and deviations from this level are expected in 2021. 

The two most valuable bycatch species in the fishery are kingklip and monk. These are 
managed by means of precautionary upper catch limits, known as PUCL. The PUCL set 
for monk in 2020 was slightly less than its 2019 level. For kingklip, the PUCL was based 
on separate south coast and west coast calculations. The results show a mismatch 
between coast-specific estimates of average resource productivity (RYs – replacement 
yield estimates) and recent catches, prompting the hake Scientific Working Group to 
provisionally extend the duration of closure of an area of kingklip spawning on the 
South Coast (known colloquially as “the kingklip box”) to December 2020, pending 
catch patterns during 2020. 

Stocks of both species of hake are considered to be in a healthy state. This has 
not always been the case, but in the last 15 years in particular, there has been 
a productive partnership between SADSTIA, government and academia to develop 
sustainable practices which have led to stock recovery (particularly of deep-water 
hake) and allowed the fishery to be certified as sustainable and well-managed. 
SADSTIA has invested considerable financial resources in these efforts.

The year IN REVIEW
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Fish for Good

SADSTIA is contributing its experience with the MSC to a project that aims to increase the number of 
fisheries in South Africa that might be in a position to be certified as sustainable. SADSTIA chair Terence 
Brown and secretary Johann Augustyn are both represented on the Fish for Good project’s advisory panel. 

Since its inception in 2018, the Fish for Good project has conducted pre-assessments on nine fisheries, 
measuring the performance of each fishery against the MSC standard. In June 2019, five of the nine 
fisheries were selected for stage three of the project – action plan development.  
The five fisheries are:

•	 Yellowfin tuna longline fishery

•	 Albacore tuna pole and line fishery

•	 Hand collected east coast rock lobster fishery

•	 Rope grown mussel fishery

•	 Squid jig fishery

Dutch celebrity chef Rene Pluijm, 
visited the mussel fishery in Saldanha 
Bay to film a segment for his popular 
TV program Pluijm tastes the world

The main fishing grounds for these fisheries are 
illustrated in the graphic on the right. 

The third and fourth stages of the Fish for Good 
project are being led by WWF South Africa.  
To date, WWF SA has assisted fishery stakeholders 
to develop action plans for the albacore pole 
and line fishery and the mussel fishery. Action 
plans for the remaining three fisheries will be 
completed by April 2020. WWF SA have also 
applied to the MSC’s recently launched Ocean 
Stewardship Fund for funding to take further 
steps towards the possible certification of the 
albacore and mussel fisheries. 
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The offshore observer programme evolves and expands

The SADSTIA-funded observer programme continues to be an integral part of the MSC process. 
In 2019, the programme accommodated a requirement from the MSC that the impact of 
trawling on vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) should be quantified and managed, in order 
to avoid significant negative impacts from trawling. 

Observers are now required to weigh, identify and photograph all invertebrates that are 
caught in one trawl per day. By doing so, VME indicator unit thresholds that are specific to the 
biodiversity and topography of the South African shelf, can be determined and later contribute 
to the development of clear “move-on” rules. In the meantime, SADSTIA members are making 
use of precautionary, commonly accepted move-on rules similar to those in place for other 
regional bottom fisheries and informed by the VME Working Group in South Africa.

The MSC also requires information pertaining to the impact of fishing on endangered and 
threatened (ETP) species so that trends can be measured and management strategies supported. 
As a result, observers are now routinely collecting information on interactions between trawl gear 
and ETP species such as seabirds, some species of sharks and rays, and marine mammals. 

The SADSTIA-funded observer programme has expanded to include 
the weighing, identification and photographing of invertebrates 

Observers sail on between 5% and 10% of voyages 
in the hake deep-sea trawl fishery

SADSTIA invests approximately                        in scientific research 
programmes that ensure the sustainability of the hake stocks and the environment in 
which they occur. Investments are primarily in data collection and analysis linked to 
the observer programme, stock assessment research, benthic impact studies, scientific 
committees and the implementation of effective management actions such as move-on rules.

Photos courtesy of Capfish

The year IN REVIEW
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The strengthening of FishSA

In 2019, SADSTIA was closely involved in a process to re-purpose and re-capacitate 
the umbrella fisheries association, FishSA. SADSTIA secretary, Johann Augustyn, 
was appointed interim chair of FishSA in order to assist in managing the process, 
and to provide support to Loyiso Phantshwa who was early in the year engaged as 
FishSA liaison officer, and later appointed chair of the Association. 

The objective of FishSA is to represent the interests of 12 individual fisheries 
associations whose members harvest about 500 000 tonnes of fish per year. 
Its goal is to influence the policy and legislative environment, and to improve 
the commercial environment for its member associations. The body provides a 
forum for constructive communication and works across a number of networks 
and institutions to promote the development of the commercial fishing industry, 
encourage the optimal utilisation of fish stocks and create employment. 

In 2019, considerable effort went into the development of a strategic plan for 
FishSA. The document proposed a new vision, mission, goals and objectives  
for the Association, as well as a new structure (including a board with a non-
executive chair), voting procedures and a funding model. 

The difficulty of reaching consensus on these matters should not be 
underestimated. The fishing industry in South Africa is highly diverse, and 
the companies and individuals involved in fishing often have competing 
interests. However, all FishSA members have benefited from the association’s 
representation on a number of important fora, including the DEFF’s CEO Forum, 
the Minister’s Delivery Forum, the Bargaining Council for the Fishing Industry, 
Business Unity South Africa and the National Economic Development and 
Labour Council, NEDLAC.

Loyiso Phantshwa was appointed chair of 
the umbrella fisheries association, FishSA
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A leading role to play in the SA economy

The estimate by Genesis Analytics economists that the hake deep-sea trawl fishery contributes a 
substantial R6.7 billion to the economy each year, stimulated a desire among SADSTIA members 
for the association to play a more meaningful role in business leadership structures in the country. 

Consequently, in 2019 the Association joined Business Unity South Africa (via FishSA) and SADSTIA 
chair, Terence Brown and vice chair, Innocent Dwayi, worked tirelessly to raise the profile of the 
Association (and the hake deep-sea trawl fishery) among government departments, including the 
Department of Trade and Industry and the Presidency. 

Public Private Growth Initiative

One of the initiatives in which SADSTIA is involved is the Private Public Growth Initiative 
(PPGI), which encourages cooperation between business and government. 

The PPGI was formed in response to the February 2018 State of the Nation address in which 
President Cyril Ramphosa called on citizens to “Thuma Mina” or avail themselves to be part 
of the solution to the many challenges facing South Africa. The PPGI is a voluntary initiative 
focused on enabling, facilitating, and driving actions to implement 10 sector-specific 
growth plans. The sectors adopt their own approaches and determine their plans, and 
identify catalytic mega-projects for immediate implementation. Inhibitors or constraints are 
identified and unlocked with government. 

Oceans Economy is one of the 10 sectors named by the PPGI and the hake deep-sea 
trawl industry has been identified as a strategic player in the Oceans Economy. SADSTIA 
submitted the Genesis Analytics study Economic Study of the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl Fishery 
and the Implications for Future Fishing Rights Allocation Policy to the PPGI 
because it provides a clear description 
of the economic opportunities 
and constraints pertinent to  
the industry. 

SADSTIA’s chair and vice chair 
will continue to drive the 
Association’s participation 
in this very encouraging 
initiative. 

The year IN REVIEW

13



Oceana collaborates with DEFF  
on training for small-scale fishers 
Oceana and the DEFF hosted a training and 
capacity building session for small-scale fishers’ 
cooperatives in Port Elizabeth on 12 December 
2019. The session was attended by over 70 fishers 
from the two cooperatives that have been 
registered in the city. 

This collaboration involves the roll out of a series of 
customised skills and development programmes 
to cooperatives and small-scale fishers nationally. 
The objective of these workshops is to address 
the scarce and critical skills identified within 
South Africa’s fishing industry, and to ensure that 
cooperatives and small-scale fishers are empowered 
with the skills necessary for them to continue to 
grow the fishing industry and enable enterprise 
development in coastal communities.

Small-scale fishers play a critical role in addressing 
food security and unemployment. Approximately 
29 000 small-scale fishers support more than 28 000 
households in 147 fishing communities.
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SADSTIA expands its Graduate Internship Programme

The SADSTIA Graduate Internship Programme was 
initiated in April when seven graduates were placed 
at SADSTIA member companies and the Fisheries 
Branch of the DEFF. The interns are paid a stipend 
by SADSTIA and managed by the conservation 
organisation WWF. 

A further 13 internships were made possible 
through a partnership between SADSTIA and the 
Transport Education and Training Authority (TETA). 
Over the past 15 years, SADSTIA has partnered 
very successfully with the TETA to provide paid 
and structured learnerships to thousands of job 
seekers; the Graduate Internship Programme takes 
this partnership in a new direction, but with the 
same objective – to work together to address youth 
unemployment. 

The 13 additional interns have been placed at 
SADSTIA member companies and at the offices of 
SADSTIA and its umbrella association, FishSA. The 
interns hold a variety of qualifications, including 
Maritime Studies, Politics, Auditing, Industrial 
Relations and Aquaculture Management. 

As part of their induction, a group of interns visited the Sea 
Harvest factory in Saldanha Bay where they interacted with 
the factory staff and gained insight into the fish processing 
environment. 

Regan Crewe was placed at Sea Harvest’s trawling operation 
in Cape Town. Regan graduated from the University of Cape 
Town with a Bachelor of Social Science degree, with majors in 
Organisational Psychology and Industrial Sociology.  
She plans to make a career in human resources. 

Lukhanyo Rabe and Michelle Holi graduated with a National 
Diploma in Internal Auditing from the Cape Peninsula 
University of Technology. Both secured a 12-month  
internship at the Selecta Seafoods factory in Philippi.

Interns Dean Walbrugh, Simeeta Nair and Craig Hendricks. 
Dean and Craig completed Masters degrees in Politics at 
the University of the Western Cape and Simeeta holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree and a post graduate qualification in 
Education. Dean and Craig were employed at the offices of 
the fisheries association, FishSA, and Simeeta was placed at 
Sea Harvest. 

COMMUNITY building
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Fish farmers of the future

Litter traps work wonders in Saldanha Bay

Twenty young South Africans from Nelson 
Mandela Bay and the west coast region 
attended a training course in fish farming, 
funded by Eyethu Fishing and Pioneer 
Fishing West Coast. 

The aim of the training was to equip the 
youth with fish farming skills so that they are 
able to run fish farms as cooperatives. 

A series of simple nets fixed to stormwater drains that run into Saldanha Bay 
is preventing considerable quantities of litter from entering the ocean. 

The litter traps were designed and installed by Sea Harvest. 

The training was comprehensive and offered knowledge and 
advice for installing tunnels and fish ponds, fish feeding, breeding 
and monitoring fish health. The group was exposed to both the 
theory and practical aspects of fish farming. 
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You’re never too young – or too old – to learn

Bursary scheme supports the 
youth in the Sea Harvest family

After 30 years in the seafood business, Nalitha 
Fishing’s Alison Arendse is a highly skilled fish 
processor and the HACCP coordinator at Nalitha’s 
busy Sentinel factory. Attending a four-day HACCP 
training course with Production Supervisor, 
Brandon Naidoo, refreshed Alison’s knowledge 
and gave her renewed enthusiasm for her job. 

HACCP is a food safety standard and a minimum 
requirement for exporting seafood products to 
the European Union and other markets. 

“We can’t operate without it,” says Brandon. 

The Sentinel factory is one of only two processing 
establishments in Hout Bay to have secured 
HACCP certification.

Of the 23 students who received financial support for their studies 
from the Sea Harvest Foundation in 2019, 22 are the children of 
Sea Harvest’s current or former employees. 

Students receive bursaries of between R10 000 and R15 000 each 
per year of study. 

Deserving students from the West Coast region are eligible to 
benefit from the Sea Harvest Foundation’s annual bursary fund. 

In addition to bursaries, 
apprenticeships and internships, 

companies active in the hake deep-
sea trawl fishery offer training 

programmes and skills development 
initiatives to individuals who are 

out of work but seeking permanent 
employment. 

COMMUNITY building
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Sea Harvest increases support for early childhood development

I&J develops young apprentices to reach their true potential

By the age of five, almost 90% of a child’s 
brain has developed and adequate 
healthcare and nutrition, early learning and 
stimulation are essential for unlocking a 
child’s lifelong potential.

Recognising the vital importance of early 
childhood development (ECD), Sea Harvest 
has embarked on a project to upgrade and 
equip 17 ECD centres (crèches, pre-schools 
and aftercare facilities) on the west coast. 

The project, with a budget of R600 000, 
will see Sea Harvest work with the owners 
of ECDs to ensure that each one meets 

Apprentice diesel fitters, Sharne Phillips, 
Emilyn Muller, Asipile Karabo Silulwane and 
Daiyaan Rodriques have benefited from I&J’s 
comprehensive apprenticeship programme 
which has provided in-service training for 56 
apprentices across a range of vocations in the 
past five years. 

The company’s investment in its apprenticeship 
programme totalled R2.1 million over the five-year period, 
but the involvement of I&J’s skilled workforce in the 
development of young apprentices cannot be measured 
in monetary terms. The apprentices are trained, mentored 
and developed to achieve their qualifications and reach 
their true potential.

the Department of Basic Education’s regulatory requirements for 
registration. This means ensuring the safety and well-being of the 
children, and equipping the centres with everything from catering 
equipment and mattresses, to educational games. 

Play facilities at the Repelsteeltjie ECD centre 
were upgraded by Sea Harvest as part of its 
investment in west coast ECD centres
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Monwabisi looks to the future

The prospect of working for three months on a longline vessel with 
crewmates who speak almost no English would be intimidating for 
almost any South African, but for seasoned seafarer Monwabisi 
Dyantyi, the position of radio officer on a Japanese longliner 
represented an opportunity to do what he loves best – work at sea. 

Monwabisi is participating in a skills transfer programme 
managed by Combined Fishing Enterprises which holds rights in 
the hake deep-sea trawl, small pelagic, hake longline and large 
pelagic fisheries. He completed a first three-month voyage on 
a Japanese longliner in 2019 and is looking forward to a second 
trip. In the meantime, Monwabisi is taking a number of short 
courses that will see him achieve a Certificate of Competence: 
Deck Officer. He hopes to eventually qualify as a skipper/master. 
Monwabisi sees his future in the fishing industry, saying there are good 
opportunities for experienced seafarers. 

Learners from Kronendal Primary School in Hout Bay teamed up with Oceana 
employees on Mandela Day, 18 July 2019, to remove litter from Hout Bay beach 
and promote awareness of the importance of keeping the oceans clean and 
healthy. Nearly 150 kg of litter were removed from the beach; recyclable waste 
was directed to recycling facilities and the balance was taken to landfill sites. 

Monwabisi Dyantyi

Where we come from Umntu  
Ngumntu Ngabantu!

COMMUNITY building

19



Upgrading the Kleinzee Learning and Development Centre

I&J supports life saving and water safety

Sea Harvest employees helped to renovate 
the Kleinzee Learning and Development 
Centre in the far Northern Cape. 

Blankets were donated to the girl’s hostel, 
walls were painted and ceilings repaired. 
New curtain rails were installed and new 
curtains were hung. A new TV was mounted 
in the boys’ residence and a new TV and DVD 
player were given to the disabled class. The 
equipment in the crèche, plus the perimeter 
walls received a fresh coat of paint. 

Beyond the positive changes that were made 
to the Centre, Sea Harvest has funded an 
additional teacher to work with children who 
require individual attention.

I&J is a long-standing supporter of the National Sea Rescue Institute, 
and also supports Lifesaving Western Province. Both these organisations 
are focused on saving lives by preventing drowning.
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I&J creates and grows sustainable partnerships with 
small businesses

Oceana is committed to supporting small businesses

I&J conducts business with more than 1 100 suppliers who deliver 
everything from fuel to packaging and processing ingredients, 
and also help to keep the I&J fishing fleet and factories in good 
working order. 

One of the small businesses that I&J has supported is Urban 
Transport, which delivers I&J products to local customers. 

Owner, Luciano Adams, was given the opportunity to study 
Supply Chain and Logistics Management through I&J and has 
also received loans and mechanical support to keep his vehicles 
on the road.

“I&J helped me to get out of the taxi industry and gave me an 
opportunity to start a business. I would love to have a fleet of 

Scania trucks and be able to do long distance deliveries. My journey with I&J has reignited my passion for 
customer service and I am proud to be associated with I&J,” said Luciano. 

In 2019, the Oceana Group provided loans, grants, 
training and office space to small, medium and micro 
enterprises (SMMEs) with the objective of accelerating 
their development, improving their financial 
independence and ultimately contributing to poverty 
alleviation. For example, a division of Oceana Group 
offered a loan to Fisherman Fresh in Port Elizabeth, 
allowing it to establish HACCP-approved cold 
storage and improve working capital requirements. 
This resulted in the creation of 38 employment 
opportunities. 

Oceana also provided the West Coast Business 
Development Centre (WCBDC) with office 
accommodation so that it is able to provide services 
to the St Helena Bay community. This resulted in the 
WCBDC assisting almost 200 entrepreneurs with a 
variety of services that enabled them to grow their 
businesses.

COMMUNITY building

21



Our fishery in the

genesis Analytics study

Sea Harvest’s Madoda Khumalo and Lucinda Krige discussed the economic 
contribution made by the hake deep-sea trawl fishery to the South African 
economy, and the opportunities created by the fishery, when they were 
interviewed by the SABC on World Fisheries Day, 21 November 2019. 

World Fisheries Day 2019 

The findings of the Genesis Analytics socio-economic 
study of the hake deep-sea trawl fishery were released 
to the media in March, and attracted good coverage 
from both the local and international media. 
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Our fishery in the
Popular West Coast publication,  

Die Weslander, focused on the women 
who work on deep-sea trawlers when 
it published a Women’s Month feature 
in August. The women, Johanna Loos, 
Anna Toontjies and Celeste Swartbooi, 

work together on the fresh fish  
trawler Harvest Krotoa.

Leadership Magazine focused on the 
hake deep-sea trawl fishery when it 
published a feature on Barbara Creecy, 
Minister of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries in its 
August edition. The SADSTIA article profiled the role 
of SADSTIA chair, Terence Brown, and described the 
efforts the fishing industry has made to reduce its 
interactions with seabirds to almost zero. 

Social media 
A series of videos about 
the educational projects 
supported by SADSTIA 
members proved 
hugely popular on the 
Association’s social 
media platforms. 
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SADSTIA represents 32 rights holders 
active in the hake deep-sea trawl fishery. 
SADSTIA members participate in a 
sustainable, MSC-certified fishery, provide 
approximately 7 300 good jobs, with 
regular wages and employee benefits, 
and deliver R6.7 billion to the South 
African economy every year. 

The South African trawl fishery for hake 
is the only fishery in Africa to be certified 
by the Marine Stewardship Council, the 
world’s leading certification and eco-
labelling programme for sustainable, 
wild-caught seafood.
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