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SADSTIA represents 33 rights holders active 
in the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery. SADSTIA 
members participate in a sustainable, MSC-
certified fishery, provide approximately 
7 300 good jobs with regular wages and 
employee benefits, and deliver R6.7 billion 
to the South African economy every year.
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Foreword
In global terms the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery is very small. According to the World Groundfish 
Forum, the Cape hakes (caught in South Africa and Namibia) contribute only 2.25% of the world’s 
catch of groundfish – fish that live on or near the seabed such as pollock and Atlantic cod. However, 
a glance through the pages of this Annual Review will reveal just how important the fishery is 
locally; in 2018 its total annual socio-economic contribution was estimated to be in the region of 
R6.7 billion (page 10).

Over the course of 2018, SADSTIA members devoted considerable time and energy towards 
producing the data required by economic consultants, Genesis Analytics, who compiled the 
Economic Study of the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl Fishery that we introduce in this Annual Review. The 
study is the first of its kind and presents detailed information about the economic contribution and 
transformation of our fishery. SADSTIA is confident that the study will help to fill some of the critical 
gaps in knowledge that hamper decision-making in the fishing industry. 

One of the keystones of our industry’s success is sustainability and over the past two decades, 
SADSTIA has invested significant effort in acquiring and maintaining the certification of the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC). This investment has certainly paid off. Not only has it allowed the Hake 
Deep-Sea Trawl industry to diversify into markets in northern Europe where there is a high degree 
of consumer awareness of sustainability issues, it has also enabled us to substantially improve 
the management of the fishery. In 2018, our efforts were rewarded with the news that the stock 
rebuilding strategy we had included in the MSC Action Plan of 2015 has paid off. In May 2018, 
MSC auditors confirmed that stocks of both species of Cape hake are fluctuating above maximum 
sustainable yield, exactly where we want them to be. The auditors also acknowledged the rigorous, 
science-based management of our fishery. 

The Genesis Analytics study estimates that SADSTIA members spend approximately 
R10.6 million per year on social investment, yet the good work they do in the 
communities in which they operate is often overlooked. We are pleased to 
showcase just a few of their social investment initiatives in this Annual Review.  

SADSTIA is proud of the good work it is doing in South Africa and we trust 
that our stakeholders will take the opportunity to find out more about our 
fishery through the pages of this Annual Review.

Terence Brown
SADSTIA chairman
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SADSTIA members
In 2005/2006, 52 rights were allocated to the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery. 
Since then, some consolidation has taken place and there are currently 
33 rights holders in the fishery.
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WhAT IS SADSTIA and what does it do? 
•	 PROMOTE AN uNDERSTANDING of the Hake Deep-

Sea Trawl fishery and the vital role it plays in the ocean 
economy 

•	 REPRESENT THE TRAWlER OWNERS AND OPERATORS  
active in the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery

•	 STRIvE TO ACHIEvE INDuSTRy bEST PRACTICE  
with respect to labour relations, safety and quality 

•	 SuPPORT THE INFRASTRuCTuRE  
required for science-based fisheries 
management

•	 CREATE AN ENAblING ENvIRONMENT  
for sustainable fishing

•	 ENGAGE WITH STAkEHOlDERS  
including government, organised labour, 
scientists, non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), interest groups and the broader 
fishing community

The main fishing grounds and the centres of fishing: Cape Town, Saldanha, Gansbaai, Mossel Bay and Port Elizabeth.
Source: Wilkinson, S. & Japp, D. 2005. Description and evaluation of hake-directed trawling intensity on benthic habitat in South Africa. Cape Town, Fisheries & Oceanographic Support Services, 
69 pp. Available at http://www.sadstia.co.za/assets/uploads/SubstrateReport-Draft11.pdf

RIghTS holDeRS
Amawandle Hake (Pty) ltd

Azanian Fishing Company (Pty) ltd

bhana Coastal Fishing CC

blue Continent Products (Pty) ltd

bP Marine Fish Products CC

Combined Fishing Enterprises (Pty) ltd

Community Workers Fishing Enterprises (Pty) ltd

Dyer Eiland visserye (Edms) bpk

EFH Walters Trawling (Pty) ltd

Eyethu Fishing (Pty) ltd

Hoxies Holdings (Pty) ltd

Impala Fishing (Pty) ltd

Irvin & Johnson (Pty) ltd

J Engelbrecht visserye CC

khoi Qwa Fishing Development Company (Pty) ltd

Mayibuye Fishing (Pty) ltd

Nalitha Investments (Pty) ltd

Ntshonalanga Fishing (Pty) ltd

Ntuitif (Pty) ltd

Offshore Fishing Company (Pty) ltd

Pellsrus Historical Fishing Corporation (Pty) ltd

Premier Fishing (Pty) ltd

Rainbow Nation Fishing CC

Sea Harvest Corporation (Pty) ltd

Seavuna Fishing Company (Pty) ltd

Snoek Wholesalers (Pty) ltd

Suidor Fishing (Pty) ltd

Tradeforth 13 (Pty) ltd

usuthu Fishing CC

visko Seeprodukte (Pty) ltd

vuna Fishing Company (Pty) ltd

Ziyabuya Fishing (Eastern Cape) (Pty) ltd

ZWM Fishing (Pty) ltd
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2018
J a n ua ry J u LyM a r C H S E P T E M B E ra P r I L O C TO B E rM ay D E C E M B E r

late in January the research vessel 
Ellen Khuzwayo returned to Cape 
Town after completing a fifth 
and final research cruise on the 
Karbonkel trawl grounds, located 
off the Northern Cape. 

The survey formed part of the five-
year benthic Trawl Experiment 
which is expected to enhance 
understanding of the long-term 
impacts of trawling, and the 
capacity of deep-sea habitats to 
recover from such impacts. 

Research Assistant 
appointed

In April, Fisokuhle Mbatha was appointed 
as SADSTIA Research Assistant.

SADSTIA Annual Review 
2017 

In early March, the SADSTIA 2017 
Annual Review was circulated to 
stakeholders. The Annual Review 
documents the significant progress 
made by the Association and its 
members in 2017.  

MSC certification 
In May, independent auditors 
responsible for conducting the 
annual surveillance audit of the 
hake trawl fishery on behalf of the 
MSC confirmed that the fishery 
continues to meet the MSC 
certification requirements (the 
most rigorous in the world) and 
that the certification of the fishery 
should continue. 

SADSTIA/WWF/DAFF 
graduate Internship 

Programme 
In September, SADSTIA announced it 
will sponsor eight paid and structured 
internships for the period 1 April 2019 
to 31 March 2020. The internships 
form part of WWF’s highly successful 
Graduate Internship Programme which 
aims to provide a practical bridging 
experience for new graduates to make 
a career in the field of environmental 
sciences.

The genesis Analytics Study 
A year-long study of the Hake Deep-Sea 
Trawl fishery was completed in December 
by independent economists Genesis 
Analytics. The study is the first of its kind 
and provides valuable insight into the 
unique economic characteristics of the 
fishery. It reveals that the Hake Deep-
Sea Trawl fishery makes a total economic 
contribution of R6.7 billion.

Viking/Sea harvest 
transaction 

On 2 July, one of the largest transactions 
to be brokered in the South African 
fishing industry was concluded. This 
was the sale of viking Fishing Holdings 
to a broad-based black economic 
empowerment consortium led by Sea 
Harvest. The transaction significantly 
advanced government’s policy of 
transformation for inclusive growth.

Marine protected areas
late in October, the Department of Environmental 
Affairs announced that the South African Cabinet 
had approved a network of 20 new marine 
protected areas (MPAs) that are representative of 
South Africa’s rich coastal and ocean biodiversity. 
The new MPAs increase protection of the ocean 
around South Africa from 0.4 to 5%. 

VI KI NG FI S H I N G
A  D IVI S ION  OF  S EA HARVEST COR PO RATI O N

+20 MPAs

The year at a glANCe 
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•	 Evidence was presented that the inshore fleet observer 
programme has been reinstated.

•	 Evidence was presented that has demonstrated active 
monitoring and surveillance of fishing activities at sea 
and in port. levels of compliance by both the inshore and 
the deep-water fleet are reported by the Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries (DAFF) to be good.

•	 Progress with meeting four out of five conditions of 
certification is considered to be on target, while a fifth 
condition relating to the status of the Merluccius paradoxus 
stock has been closed. 

With so much of the success of the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl 
fishery riding on the MSC certification, it was reassuring to 
see the level of support for the Annual Surveillance Audit 
provided by DAFF. The MSC Hake liaison Committee, under 
the chairmanship of Sue Middleton, Chief Director of Fisheries 
Operations Support, met before the auditors’ visit to South 
Africa and ensured that all stakeholders were aware of the 
documents that needed to be compiled and provided to the 
auditors. The auditors were impressed with the information 
provided by DAFF, including the numbers of at-sea inspections 
and routine discharge and factory inspections. This work 
takes place in the background, but it is vitally important to 
the continued certification of the fishery. 

The	MSC	CerTifiCaTion
The South African trawl fishery for hake is one of 
approximately 300 fisheries in 34 countries that are 
certified to the MSC standard. It is the only fishery in Africa 
to have achieved accreditation from the MSC.

The fishery was first certified as “sustainable and well-
managed” by the MSC in 2004. It was re-assessed and 
re-certified in 2010, and again in 2015. In each case, 
certification followed a rigorous 12-month re-assessment 
process during which an independent certification agency 
scrutinized every aspect of the fishery’s management.

A re-assessment of the fishery will take place in 2019 
under the MSC’s new, more exacting standard, version 2.1. 
SADSTIA is confident this will lead to the certification of 
the fishery for a further five years.

In May 2018, the independent auditors responsible 
for conducting the Annual Surveillance Audit of 
the hake trawl fishery on behalf of the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) confirmed that the 
fishery continues to meet the MSC certification 
requirements and that the certification of the 
fishery should continue. 

The audit was conducted between 7 and 11 May 
by the certification agency, Acoura Marine. 
The assessment team comprised international 
fisheries consultants Jim Andrews and Giuseppe 
Scarcella. During their visit to South Africa, the 
auditors met with SADSTIA’s scientific committee 
and key stakeholders, including government 
regulators, marine scientists and environmental 
NGOs.

One of the most important findings of the Annual 
Surveillance Audit is that the stock of deep-water 
hake, Merluccius paradoxus, which was thought to 
be below the target reference point of maximum 
sustainable yield (MSy) in 2015, is now at a higher 
level and above MSy.  

Other key findings of the Annual Surveillance 
Audit were: 

•	 Evidence was presented of ongoing stock 
assessment and management of the fishery 
in accordance with the agreed Operational 
Management Procedure which is designed to 
ensure the sustainable management of both 
hake species. This is a strength of the fishery: 
the continuity of well-founded independent 
scientific advice which is subject to a robust 
review process and which underpins the 
management of the hake stocks.

•	 Although the government-funded observer 
programme for the offshore trawl fleet has not 
been reinstated, scientific observer coverage 
in the deep-water trawl fishery is good, thanks 
to the maintenance and development of the 
SADSTIA-funded observer programme.

The	STaTuS	of	The	SToCkS	

Stocks of both deep water hake (Merluccius 
paradoxus) and shallow water hake (Merluccius 
capensis) are considered to be “above maximum 
sustainable yield”. This means the growth of 
the stock is in balance with fishing activity and 
current catch levels are sustainable over time.

For the 2019 fishing season, the total allowable 
catch for hake was increased by 10%. 

Council CeRTIFICATIoN The Marine Stewardship 
The year in  
ReVIeW 
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Fish for Good
SADSTIA Chairman, Terence brown and Secretary, Johann Augustyn, are spearheading SADSTIA’s participation 
in an exciting project that aims to increase the number of certified sustainable fisheries in South Africa. 

The Fish for Good project brings together DAFF, NGOs and stakeholder groups to improve the sustainability of 
nine South African fisheries and possibly open the way for the certification of some by the MSC.  

Fish for Good is simultaneously being implemented in other fisheries regions, including Mexico and Indonesia, 
thanks to funding from the Dutch Postcode lottery. 

In South Africa Fish for Good is proceeding smoothly and on schedule. 
An inaugural Advisory Group meeting was held on 30 May 2018 
and through a collective decision-making exercise, nine fisheries 
were selected to undergo pre-assessment against the MSC Fisheries 
Standard. The nine fisheries are: yellowfin tuna from the Indian Ocean 
and Atlantic Ocean stocks; albacore tuna from the South Atlantic stock; 
east coast rock lobster; west coast rock lobster; sardine; Saldanha bay 
rope grown mussels; kelp (harvested and beach cast) in the Western 
Cape; squid in the Eastern 

Cape; and the traditional line fishery in the Western Cape. 

The Advisory Group will meet in June 2019 to select which five of 
the nine fisheries will progress to future phases of the project.

The conservation NGO, WWF-SA, has been appointed as 
implementing partner for the action plan development and 
implementation phases of the project.

South Africa declares 20 new marine protected areas
late in October, the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) announced that the South African Cabinet had 
approved a network of 20 new MPAs. The new MPAs increase protection of the ocean around South Africa from 
0.4% to 5%.

A number of the MPAs encroach on the deep-sea trawl fishery’s historic trawl footprint, but SADSTIA is aware that 
offshore ecosystems are the least protected ecosystems in South Africa and has been involved in consultations 
around the boundaries of the new MPAs since 2006.

Although the new MPAs have yet to be formalised through a declaration in the Government Gazette, SADSTIA 
has agreed with DEA that its members will abide by the boundaries of the MPAs and refrain from trawling inside 
them during the interim period. 

Five-year experiment draws to a close
The research vessel Ellen Khuzwayo completed a fifth and final research survey 
of the Karbonkel trawl grounds in January. The survey formed part of the five-
year benthic Trawl Experiment which is being implemented by SADSTIA in 
collaboration with a number of partners, including DAFF, the university of Cape 
Town, the South African Environmental Observation Network and the National 
biodiversity Institute.

The experiment is expected to address critical gaps in knowledge of the long-term 
effects of trawling and the capacity of deep-sea habitats to recover from such 
impacts. Improving knowledge and understanding of the impacts of trawling on 
the benthic environment is one of the conditions of MSC certification.
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Pictured at the inaugural meeting of the Fish for Good Advisory Group are members Andrew Gordon, MSC; Clyde Bodenham, SA 
Hake Longline Association; Taryn Morris, Birdlife SA; Michael Marriott, MSC; Johann Augustyn, SADSTIA; Pedro Garcia, SA Small-
scale Fisheries Association; Terence Brown, SADSTIA; Hezron Joseph, Three Streams; Kevern Cochrane, Rhodes University; Saasa 
Pheeha, DAFF; and Angela McQueen, MSC.

Johann Augustyn and Saasa Pheeha

Clyde Bodenham and Terence Brown
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A ground-breaking study of the Hake Deep-
Sea Trawl fishery was completed in December 
2018 by independent economic consultants, 
Genesis Analytics. The study, by economists 
James Hodge, Azande Ntanzi, Zoe van 
der Hoven, Peter-John Moses, Nonhlanhla 
Msimango and Fatima Fiandeiro, represents 
the first in-depth study of the fishery. It 
provides detailed information about:

Transformation 
The Genesis Analytics study found that since it was first regulated 40 years ago, the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl 
fishery has seen substantial entry and transformation. Other findings are: 

Key findings
The Genesis Analytics study determined that the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery is South Africa’s largest and 
most valuable fishery – accounting for approximately 45% of the value of the commercial fisheries. The fishery 
makes a substantial socio-economic contribution to local fishing communities along the Cape west coast and 
between Cape Town and Port Elizabeth. Other economic indicators include: 

•	 Employment = 7 225 employees

•	 Insured asset value of vessels and processing facilities = R6.6 billion

•	 Total capital investment since 2005 (when rights were last allocated) = R3.8 billion 

•	 value of sales = R4.5 billion per year 

•	 Exports make up 67% of all sales

•	 The total wage bill of permanent employees is R1.2 billion per year, growing to R1.9 billion when local 
economic multiplier effects are accounted for:  
•			Sea-going	employees	earn	R20	000	per	month.	 
•			Quayside	and	processing	employees	earn	R10	000	per	month,	on	average.		 
•			The	Hake	Deep-Sea	Trawl	fishery	injects	at	least	R468	million	per	year	into	smaller	fishing	communities.

•	 Income tax = R268 million per year

•	 Municipal rates and taxes = R6.9 million per year

•	 Social investment = R10.6 million per year  
between 40% and 50% of social investment is spent on education.  

•	 the economic contribution of the fishery

•	 the transformation of the fishery

•	 the unique economic characteristics of the fishery which 
shape the commercial operations and business models of 
the rights holders in the fishery.

The economic study makes some broad observations with 
respect to the policy that will underpin the allocation of long-
term rights to the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery in 2020.

•	 Shareholding by historically disadvantaged persons 
(HDPs) has more than doubled from around 30% in 2005, 
when rights were last allocated.

•	 HDPs currently hold approximately 66% of the shares in 
the companies that harvest 90% of the Hake Deep-Sea 
Trawl  catch, and most likely the same or higher amongst 
the remaining smaller  companies.

•	 The top three companies in the fishery are all level 1 
broad-based black Economic Empowerment (b-bbEE) 
contributors and the fourth is a level 2 contributor.

•	 The industry generally scores highly 
on transformation of management, 
skills development and socio-
economic development, and very 
high on enterprise and supplier 
development.

•	 The industry moved from an average 
b-bbEE score of approximately 80% 
in 2011 to approximately 100% in 
2018.

Socio-economic contribution
Direct contribution = R4.3 billion per year 
Indirect contribution = R2.4 billion per year

 } R6.7 billion per year

Direct employment and capital contribution of the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery

Employment

Number of employees 7 225

Permanent 5 201

Temporary 2 024

Investment

Insured asset value of vessels and 
processing facilities

R6.649 billion

Total capital investment since FRAP 2005 R3.807 billion

Value of the fishery (sales) R4.485 billion

Domestic sales R1.495 billion

Export sales R2.990 billion

Socio-economic contribution of the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery

Direct contribution Indirect contribution Total contribution

Wage bill R1.184 billion R706 million R1.890 billion

Taxes

Income tax R268 million R268 million

Municipal rates and taxes R6.9 million R6.9 million

Corporate Social Investment (CSI) spend R10.6 million R10.6 million

Domestic supplier spend R2.820 billion R1.683 billion R4.503 billion

Total socio-economic contribution r4.290 billion r2.389 billion r6.678 billion

Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fisheryAn eCoNoMIC STuDy of the
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A capital-intensive industry
As an industrial-scale fishery, the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery is underpinned by a unique set of economic 
characteristics which have shaped the dynamics and structure of the industry. These characteristics are evident 
across the value chain. 

Harvesting
The harvesting stage is highly capital intensive and exhibits high levels of fixed costs, demanding high levels of 
asset utilisation and economies of scale to keep costs low and operations profitable.  

•	 Trawler replacement costs – R120 million to R250 million

•	 voyage costs – R1.5 million to R6 million

•	 Safety survey costs  – R6 million to R10 million 

On-shore processing
Industrial hake processing facilities are similarly capital-intensive and require high throughput/utilisation to be 
cost efficient, whereas small quayside facilities are unspecialised and processing is more manual. 

•	 Industrial scale fresh fish factory – asset value of R1 billion / R500 000 per day fixed costs

•	 value-add factory – asset value of R400 million / R250 000 per day fixed costs

•	 Small quayside factory – R250 000 per month overhead costs 

Three different business models
The Genesis Analytics study documents the emergence of three different business models in the Hake Deep-
Sea Trawl industry. These models have been shaped by both the economics of the industry and the allocation 
of rights:
•	 large industrial processors

•	 Medium-sized clusters

•	 Small and diversified operators

These business models are largely complementary, they target different markets domestically 
and internationally which ensures that no one market experiences over-supply and a pricing 
collapse.

Implications for the allocation of fishing rights
The Genesis Analytics report recommends that the policy that underpins FRAP 2020 should “factor in the 
characteristics of the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl industry in order to ensure the multiple objectives of the Marine 
living Resources Act are optimally achieved. This is of critical importance precisely because the  fishery is the 
most valuable and provides the greatest socio-economic contribution of all South African fisheries.” 

Recommendations
•	 All applicants need to be compared and assessed against each other.

•	 The history of small quota allocations to un-invested new entrants in the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery 
demonstrates that entities in this category do not develop into independent fishing operations.

•	 The allocation of small quotas is likely to come at the expense of value-add, jobs and local economic 
development.

•	 Policy would be better placed supporting those that have demonstrably invested and are already building 
independent fishing companies.

•	 Now that the industry is more transformed, reallocation of rights to a new entrant pool will increasingly 
redistribute value from existing HDPs invested in the fishery (including employees in employee share schemes).

There would seem to be very little scope for a large allocation to a new entrant pool in the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl 
fishery.

•	 A 10% reduction in quota for existing rights holders will impact scale and unit costs, resulting in job losses 
and forced restructuring of business models.

Reallocation which undermines the ability to monitor and enforce resource conservation similarly has the 
potential to destroy substantial value in the industry.

Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fisheryAn eCoNoMIC STuDy of the
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Making a contribution to small fishing communities 
The Genesis Analytics study found that the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery makes a substantial 
socio-economic contribution in smaller, non-metropolitan areas such as Gansbaai, Mossel 
bay, Saldanha bay and St Helena bay where communities are often dependent on fishing for 
employment and broader economic development.  

The Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery provides 2 427 direct jobs in small fishing communities and it 
contributes approximately R310 million per year in supplier spend to businesses in small fishing 
communities. based on a GDP multiplier of 1.6 supplier spend has an overall economic impact 
(direct and indirect) of approximately R496 million per year.

Servicing Sea Harvest’s fish shops
Michael Madangatya, owner of khula khula 
Transport and a resident of Saldanha bay, clearly 
understands the importance of reputation. 

“Saldanha is a small town,” he says, “everyone 
knows each other. So when people give you an 
opportunity, you must make sure you make it 
worthwhile for them.” 

On the strength of his reputation, and partly as 
a result of his good working relationship with 
Sea Harvest, Michael has grown his transport 
company to the point where he currently owns 
11 trucks and employs 15 people. 

khula khula has contracted to Sea Harvest since 
2011 and now services the company’s fish shops 
in Cape Town on a near daily basis. His company 
also delivers steel and steel products from 
Saldanha to Cape Town and Johannesburg. 

Asked for the key to his success, Michael says that 
building a business takes “dedication, patience 
and commitment” – and reputation is everything.

Stitching to success
Protective clothing supplier, Parksafe Protective and Safetyware CC is 
a good example of a small business that supplies the Hake Deep-Sea 
Trawl industry. 

The company, which was started in 2003 by entrepreneur Zurayda 
Parker, provides sleeves, gloves, PvC aprons and smocks, safety shoes, 
furliners and freezer trousers to I&J’s onshore processing facilities. 

“I&J has been a regular customer 
and source of support since 
we started,” says Zurayda. “We 
want to diversify our product 
range in the short-term, to be 
more competitive, and will also 
look to take on young and fresh 
people to ensure a sustainable 
future.”

Over a period of 16 years, 
Parksafe has grown from four 
to 32  employees and Parker 
now works alongside two of 
her family members in the 
business.

Working with small business
According to the Genesis Analytics study, supplier spend is one of the main routes through which rights holders 
in the Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fishery are able to contribute indirectly to the national economy. 

The industry spends approximately R2.8 billion per year with local suppliers, of which R310 million goes directly 
into small fishing communities. More than R300 million of supplier spend is focused on Exempt Micro Enterprise 
(EMEs) and Qualifying Small Enterprise (QSE) certified companies:

•	 Total spend to EMEs and QSEs – R335 million per year

•	 Total spend to EMEs and QSEs with 50% or more black shareholding – R189 million per year

•	 Total spend to EMEs and QSEs with 30% or more black female shareholding – R87 million per year

Michael Madangatya

Zurayda Parker

Hake Deep-Sea Trawl fisheryAn eCoNoMIC STuDy of the
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SADSTIA creates opportunities for 
new graduates
SADSTIA has partnered with WWF-South Africa and DAFF to provide an opportunity for eight new 
graduates to work in the field of fisheries management, aquaculture and environmental science. 

It is sponsoring eight internships for the period 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020. The internships form 
part of WWF’s highly successful Graduate Internship Programme which provides opportunities for new 
graduates to make a career in the field of environmental science. 

The SADSTIA/DAFF/WWF interns have been placed at fishing companies that are members of SADSTIA 
as well as at the Fisheries branch of DAFF. 

SADSTIA members recognise that youth unemployment is one of the most serious challenges facing 
South Africa today. The SADSTIA/DAFF/WWF Graduate Internship Programme provides the Association 
with an opportunity to help to address the problem. It is hoped the programme will provide young 
professionals with opportunities to gain valuable work experience, link to professional networks and 
possibly establish a career in the fishing industry.

Giving back to the community
Pictured at the launch of the SADSTA/DAFF/WWF Graduate Internship programme are (from left) Johann Augustyn, 
SADSTIA; Madoda Khumalo, Sea Harvest (and head of SADSTIA’s Scientific Committee); Morné du Plessis, WWF-SA; 
Fisokuhle Mbatha, SADSTIA; Glenda Raven, WWF-SA; Belemani Semoli, DAFF; Sue Middleton, DAFF; Terence Brown, Sea 
Harvest (and chairman of SADSTIA); and Saasa Pheeha, DAFF.

Today a reader, 
tomorrow a leader
In 2018, the Oceana Foundation handed over a fully 
functional school library and resource centre to the 
EJ Malgarte Primary School in St Helena bay. 

The project, valued at R685 000, was delivered in two 
phases: first a mobile classroom was constructed to house 
the centre and later the furnishing and set up of the library 
took place, with the goal of creating a safe and inviting 
space for learners to improve their reading skills. 

The library is fully furnished with shelving, tables, chairs 
and comfortable reading corners. It is stocked with brand 
new library books appropriate for the foundation and 
intermediate phases of learning. Oceana believes that 
the project will greatly enhance literacy at the primary 
school and cultivate a love of reading among learners.

After graduating from the university of Stellenbosch, 
Dr  Joshua moved to the Netherlands, but every year 
he visits South Africa and hosts a two-week dental 
clinic on the west coast. The clinic enables people from 
vredenburg, Saldanha, Hopefield, St Helena bay and 
langebaan to access quality dental care.

Over a two-week period, Dr Joshua attends to the dental 
needs of over 2 000 people.

The Sea Harvest Foundation provided R15 000 in 
funding for a free dental clinic run by a former Sea 
Harvest Foundation bursary recipient, Dr Joseph Joshua.

CoMMuNITy 
building

The Genesis Analytics study reveals 
that SADSTIA members invest at 
least R10  million per year in the 
communities in which they operate. 
The community building initiatives 
highlighted here provide a snapshot 
of the industry’s investment in training 
and social development during 2018. 
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you can’t teach a hungry child

learning to work
A youth learnership programme is assisting three young 
South Africans to overcome their learning difficulties and 
prepare themselves for the world of work. 

Sinesipho Ngqeshemba, lwando Ngebulana and Gcobisa 
Mcasa are gaining valuable exposure to the office 
environment through the learnership that is presented at 
I&J’s Woodstock, Cape Town offices once a week. 

launching a career in 
marketing and sales

Punctures, worn out tyres and broken chains are 
no longer a problem for the members of Diazville 
High School’s cycle club. The Saldanha-based club 
secured a R5 000 sponsorship from the Sea Harvest 
Foundation which has kept wheels turning and 
smiles on the faces of the club’s enthusiastic 
cyclists. The funding was used to buy much 
needed bicycle spares and accessories, including 
inner tubes, tyres, lubricants and accessories.

keeping the 
wheels turning

The Oceana Foundation continues to be a committed sponsor 
of the school feeding programme at Masiphathisane Primary 
School in vredenburg. 

The programme provides nutritious meals to 600 learners 
at the school on a daily basis. volunteers, mostly women 
from the vredenburg community, are trained 
to prepare and serve the food. Each 
volunteer receives a stipend  
for their support.

All three learners have completed the business 
Administration NQF level 3 learnership and 
are currently participating in the NQF level 4  
learnership. 

Over the past five years, I&J has funded and 
supported a total of 295 learnerships, many of 
which have directly benefited disabled learners.

Supporting young 
artists
The Sea Harvest Foundation contributed R7  500 to 
the West Coast Music Outreach group, enabling its 
members to travel to Grahamstown and participate 
in the Graeme College Steel band workshop.

After securing a graduate position at I&J, 25-year-old 
lerato Tawana is gaining valuable experience in the 
field of sales and marketing. 

lerato, who holds a bachelor’s degree in Corporate 
& Marketing Communication from the university of 
the Free State and an honours degree in Strategic 
Communication from the university of Johannesburg, 
joined I&J’s graduate programme in March 2018. 

“I am lucky to be part of a diverse and amazing 
team,” says lerato, “I am grateful to I&J for giving me 
the opportunity to kick-start my career and unleash 
the potential in me. being at I&J has pushed me out 
of my comfort zone and made me keen to achieve 
big things. I&J has helped me to discover where my 
passions lie.” 
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Nourishing future generations
In 2018, Oceana celebrated its 100-year anniversary by pledging R290 000 towards 100 000 
meals for early childhood development centres. The meals were prepared during a number of 
sponsored meal packing events.

In July, Oceana employees (pictured below) volunteered 67 minutes of their time and packed 
over 23 000 meals in one day. 

Since 2012, over R1 million worth of meals have been sponsored through Oceana’s partnership 
with Rise Against Hunger (formerly known as Stop Hunger SA) to actively address the problem 
of hunger and malnutrition in very young children.

A seafarer who began his career as a cadet on one of South Africa’s largest and most 
advanced trawlers is now the vessel’s captain. 

Eugene bergens has taken command of the 120m Desert Diamond, a vessel that 
operates with a crew of 113.  

Eugene was one of the very first cadets to sail on Desert Diamond 15 years ago.  

before attaining his Skipper Fishing certification from the South African Maritime 
Safety Authority, Eugene completed his Navigation Officer of the Watch (T1) 
through the Cape Peninsula university of Technology, with three distinctions, and 
was nominated as the best Maritime Technical Student during the 2005 National 
Maritime Awards program. He earned valuable practical experience in international 
waters working as a mate on a reefer (refrigerated) vessel operating along the West 
African coast, transporting frozen fish to ports such as Doula, Matadi, and luanda.

 “It is both an honour and a privilege to have the mighty Desert Diamond and her 
experienced crew under my command. It has taken lots of effort to get to this point 
but in many ways this is just the first step.  I believe that almost anyone with sturdy sea legs has the potential 
to become a skipper, but you do need to be committed to putting in hard work to earn your qualifications 
and the respect of the crew,” says Eugene. “I really appreciate the support Oceana has given me on my 
personal journey, and I’m grateful to them for helping me to earn my skipper qualification as they have set 
my long-term career prospects on a great path.” 

An inspiration to South African seafarers

Shaping children’s lives in Gansbaai
The communities of blompark, Masakhane and buffeljags, located near to I&J’s expansive abalone farm at 
Danger Point, are able to access quality day care for their children thanks to a partnership between I&J and 
the non-profit organisation (NPO) Ikamva youth Centre. 

The Centre takes care of 
75 children aged between 
three and six years old and 
offers learning programmes, 
nutrition, clothing and psycho-
social support. 

I&J has supported Ikamva youth 
Centre by helping to build a 
crèche, buying equipment for 
it and formalising a partnership 
so that the NPO can acquire 
the building that houses its 
facilities.

Community 

building

100 operations for Mandela 
Sea Harvest’s Kids for Kids campaign raised R300 000 in 2018. Funds were donated to the 
Western Cape Health Department which commemorated the centenary of South Africa’s 
late former president, Nelson Mandela, by performing 100 operations at hospitals around the 
province. 

The bulk of these operations 
were performed at the Red Cross 
War Memorial Children’s Hospital 
where medical staff worked 
overtime to reduce the backlog 
on surgical waiting lists. 

Through Kids for Kids, Sea Harvest 
donates a portion of the sales of 
selected crumbed fish products 
to worthy causes. Since 2010, Kids 
for Kids has raised R2.42 million for 
the Red Cross Children’s Hospital 
Trust.

Eugene Bergens
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Festive sea  
sons catch a break

In December 2018, readers of the Sunday Times 
gained a rare glimpse into the life of a trawler crew, 
thanks to an entertaining article by journalist bobby 
Jordan who chatted to Ryno blaauw, skipper of the 
wetfish trawler Harvest Krotoa and members of his 
crew about celebrating Christmas at sea.

Trawling for a cleaner 
environment 
In August, the respected trade magazine 
Engineering News focused on the 
environmental benefits of eating South 
African hake. In an article titled “Trawling for a 
cleaner environment”, the magazine reports 
on a study published in the journal Frontiers 
in Ecology and the Environment that analyses 
the environmental impacts of different types 
of animal protein production. The study 
showed that capture fish choices, like hake, 
pollock and the cod family have a relatively 
low impact on the environment.

Leaders of tomorrow
The SADSTIA-sponsored series leaders of Tomorrow, which 
was published in local magazine Fishing Industry News provided 
an ideal platform to highlight the diversity and excellence of a 
number of young professionals working in the fishing industry. 

Celebrating young leaders
SADSTIA Research Assistant, Fisokuhle Mbatha, 
contributed an imaginative and compelling 
article about her experience as an intern working 
with the WWF Graduate Internship Programme. 
Fisokuhle was placed at SADSTIA for a year 
and secured a permanent position with the 
Association in April 2018. 

SADSTIA in the MeDIA
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SADSTIA represents 33 rights holders active in the hake 
deep-sea trawl fishery. SADSTIA members participate in a 
sustainable, MSC-certified fishery, provide approximately 
7 300 good jobs with regular wages and employee benefits, 
and deliver R6.7 billion to the South African economy every year.

The South African trawl fishery for hake is the only fishery in Africa to be 
certified by the Marine Stewardship Council, the world’s leading certification 
and eco-labelling programme for sustainable, wild-caught seafood.

GÜNTHER KOMNICK STUDIO 021 531 7798

www.sadstia.co.za


