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The Responsible FisheRies AlliAnce 
chARTeR

Members pledge to advance responsible fishing practices through:

 � Participating in the RFA and openly sharing knowledge and experience.

 � Developing human capacity and skills on responsible fishing practices.

 � Engaging in dialogue with consumers and seafood buyers on the 
importance of responsible fishing practices.

 � Implementing agreed research outcomes.

 � Complying with permit conditions.

 � Participating in research.

Photo: BirdLife South Africa 
Cover photos (clockwise): Sea Harvest, Sea Harvest, Thomas Peschak, Thomas Peschak and Barrie Rose.
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The Responsible FisheRies 
AlliAnce

Founded in 2009, the Responsible Fisheries Alliance is a partnership of like-minded organisations including: 

WWF souTh AFRicA  |  oceAnA GRoup  |  VikinG FishinG  |  seA hARVesT |  
  i&J  |  biRdliFe souTh AFRicA  |  pioneeR FishinG  

V i s i o n 

Like-minded organisations working together to ensure that healthy 
marine ecosystems underpin a robust seafood industry in South Africa.

o b j e c T i V e s

 � Promote and implement responsible fishing practices through the sharing of information, 
expertise and the development of competencies.

 � Influence policy and fishery governance.

 � Develop the skills of fishers and fisheries managers to implement an ecosystem approach 
to fisheries (EAF) management.

 � Promote and implement independent, high quality research on the implementation of an EAF.

 � Effective engagement with market mechanisms, e.g. the Southern African Sustainable 
Seafood Initiative (SASSI), the Marine Stewardship Council, and retailers.

 � Position responsible fisheries in the public space.
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SucceSS sToRies

The Responsible Fisheries Alliance (RFA), working in collaboration with fishers, scientists, conservationists and 
government, has contributed to the following successes: 

Seabird mortalities reduced by >90%
•	 Albatross mortalities have been reduced by 99% in the deep-sea trawl fishery
•	 Mortalities of petrels and other seabirds have been reduced by more than 90%
•	 Skippers and fishers working in longline and trawl fisheries are more knowledgeable 

about seabirds and committed to preventing seabirds being caught in fishing gear

Improved management of bycatch
•	 A bycatch management plan has been developed for the inshore trawl fishery
•	 A fishery conservation project is underway for the 12 main non-target species caught 

in the deep-sea trawl fishery
•	 Renewed focus on the bycatch of endangered, threatened and protected species

Skills development for fishers
•	 Since 2009, over 1 400 South African skippers, fishers, fisheries observers and fisheries 

inspectors have been trained in responsible fisheries practices

Improved fisheries management
•	 Eleven fishing associations have developed, or are developing, a responsible fisheries 

Code of Conduct for their members
•	 A range of recommendations on fisheries monitoring and management has been 

presented to government
•	 Unprecedented collaboration between fishing companies, scientists and 

conservationists in a bid to ensure the survival of African penguins

Addressing threats to the marine environment
•	 A strategy to prevent bulk marine mining for phosphates has been developed and is 

being implemented
•	 A study detailing the impacts that seismic surveys may have on fish and fisheries is 

underway 
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IMpactS And ResulTs

In only eight years, the RFA has established itself as a respected advocate for responsible fisheries practices.  
Some of the RFA’s achievements are presented below.

23
Projects 

completed
Fishers trained
in responsible 

�sheries practices

1400±

Vessels with bird 
management plans

30

Training posters 
displayed on vessels

600

Reduction in 
seabird mortalities

90%>

>

Bycatch species now 
under management

inshore o�shore
10        12 +

R4.7m
Funding secured

±

Photo: Sea Harvest
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Developing a Code of Conduct for 
responsible fisheries 
Executed by: CapMarine (Dave Japp and Melanie Smith)

R15 000

The RFA has developed a prototype Code of Conduct for responsible fisheries. The Code of Conduct provides a 
guideline that will steer the fishing industry towards responsible fishing practices which, in turn, will ensure the 
sustainable harvesting of marine resources. 

The Code of Conduct provides guidance on matters like: 
•	 Pollution
•	 Bycatch
•	 Discarding of waste

The generic Code of Conduct will be used by each fishing sector to develop a sector-specific Code of Conduct.  
The RFA is working with 11 individual fisheries to develop and adopt Codes of Conduct for responsible practices.

The ecosystem approach to 
fisheries provides a framework 
for the planning, development 
and management of fisheries.  
It is about finding a balance 
between the health of the 
marine ecosystem and the 
benefits that humans get 
from it. 

The RFA and its partners hosted a stakeholder workshop to review progress made with 
implementing an ecosystem approach to fisheries (EAF) in South Africa between 2005 and 2015. 
The workshop identified the key issues relevant to the application of an EAF and yielded important actions to  
be undertaken in order to further this approach. 

A decade of the ecosystem approach to 
fisheries in South Africa
Executed by: Marine Research Institute and Department 
of Biological Sciences, UCT and WWF-SA (Dr Emily 
McGregor, Dr Lynne Shannon, Professor Astrid Jarre,  
John Duncan and Jessica Greenstone)

R12 252

projectS And actIvItIeS undeRTAken

Photo: Thomas Peschak
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African penguin projects
Executed by: UCT; BirdLife South Africa and the 
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) 

R402 252

In the early years of the 21st century, populations of African Penguins in the Western Cape were increasing, but they 
have subsequently collapsed. The continuing decline is driven by the impacts of oil spills, natural predators and, 
most importantly, reduced food availability.

The RFA has provided funding and support for a number of penguin biologists and population modellers who 
are working to untangle the complex interactions between penguins, the fish they eat and fishing. This includes a 
study on the energetic requirements of penguins, fish surveys around penguin colonies and work relating to the 
experimental closure of fishing grounds around penguin colonies. 

African penguins are 
endemic to South 
Africa and Namibia. 
They occur nowhere 
else on earth. 

Photo: Thomas Peschak
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Informing effective policies for responsible fisheries  
Executed by: Rhodes University (Professor Kevern Cochrane)

R55 000

How can South Africa’s fisheries law be updated to provide a supportive legal framework for the implementation  
of an EAF? This is the question the RFA asked international fisheries expert, Professor Kevern Cochrane to consider.  
Prof Cochrane recommended that the Marine Living Resources Act be revised to consider a number of factors 
pertinent to responsible fisheries management: 

•	 Fishery management plans should be drafted for each fishery.
•	 Stakeholders should play a more central role in fisheries management; a stakeholder advisory forum 

should be set up for this purpose.
•	 Management decisions should be based on the best available scientific advice.
•	 The different uses of marine resources should be proficiently planned.
•	 The idea of human well-being in fisheries should be better incorporated into the Act.

The RFA is now looking to engage with DAFF, the fishing industry and the relevant experts to identify how best  
to advance the findings of this study. 

South Africa’s Marine 
Living Resources Act was 
passed in 1998. It governs 
the conservation and 
long-term sustainable 
utilisation of marine 
fisheries.

A review of the Offshore Resources Observer Programme
Executed by: CapFish (Monique Boucher)

R40 000

Fisheries observers can collect a wealth of information that may be used for fisheries management purposes.    

The RFA has made a suite of recommendations to DAFF with respect to the reinstatement of the South African 
Offshore Resources Observer Programme, or OROP. The OROP was implemented between 2002 and 2009.   
The RFA’s recommendations are aimed at lobbying for the reinstatement of the OROP and ensuring that a new 
OROP is efficiently managed and contributes optimally to the management of South Africa’s fisheries. 

Photo: Thomas Peschak
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The development of a marine mining engagement strategy   
Executed by: Carolyn Ah Shene-Verdoorn

R40 000

In collaboration with WWF-SA, the RFA funded the development of a strategy to tackle the harmful practice of bulk 
marine sediment mining of the ocean floor. The Centre for Environmental Rights (CER) is implementing the strategy 
and has established the Safeguard our Seabed Coalition (SOSC). 

SOSC believes that a moratorium on bulk marine sediment mining should be established until, at a minimum, 
appropriate impact studies have been conducted, and a strategic environmental assessment has been concluded so 
that the knock-on effects of seabed mining on established and renewable industries, such as fisheries and tourism, 
are known.

Green Flash 
Trading 251

63 637 km2

Green Flash 
       Trading 257

44 389 km2 Diamond Fields 
International
44 389 km2

The Department of Mineral Resources has granted 
three rights to prospect for marine phosphates. 
The prospecting areas cover approximately 10% 
of South Africa’s marine environment and directly 
coincide with vitally important fishing grounds 
and critically endangered ecosystems.  

These are the proposed mining sites.

Image: SOSC
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Responsible fisheries training    
Executed by: RFA

R1 850 000

In 2008, a pilot project to test the usefulness of teaching responsible fisheries practices to fishing crews in South 
Africa was conducted by WWF-SA. The training was taken over by the RFA in 2009 and has been so successful that 
it has subsequently been presented to over 1 400 South African fishers, fisheries observers and fisheries inspectors. 
The RFA training course has also been presented in Namibia and Angola, recently it was piloted in Mozambique. 

The goal of the course is to equip seagoing workers in the fishing industry with the understanding and skills they 
need to implement an ecosystem approach to fisheries. The training has achieved great success, with many fishers 
displaying a greater appreciation for the marine environment while working at sea.

Photo: Sea Harvest

Photos: WWF-SA
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Colourful posters 
help fishing crews 
to fish responsibly

A colourful and entertaining series of posters called “All Aboard”, helps South African fishing crews to 
keep the lessons they learn in responsible fisheries training courses at the front of their minds.  
The training posters were developed in partnership with Strika Entertainment.

The posters use colour and humour to explain the ecosystem approach to fishing. The different themes 
of the Strika posters are foodwebs, bycatch, habitat, ecosystem approach and pollution. The RFA is 
currently finalising work on a poster about seabirds.
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Seabird bycatch mitigation plans 
Executed by: Barrie Rose

R100 000

BirdLife South Africa, with support from the RFA, the fishing industry and other collaborators has succeeded in 
reducing albatross mortalities by 99% and other seabird mortalities by 90% in the deep-sea trawl fishery. 
Since 2011, the RFA has supported the drafting of Bird Mitigation Plans for each class of vessel in the South 
African trawl fishery. Each vessel class is different and cannot necessarily comply with a “one-size-fits-all” 
approach to implementing seabird bycatch mitigation measures. 
Bird Mitigation Plans include the mandatory deployment of bird-scaring lines, a standard for coating trawl cables 
with lubricants (over-lubricated cables or cables lubricated with bitumen get sticky and pose a threat to smaller 
seabirds that might fly into them) and a ban on releasing offal during winching.   

Benchmarking South African fisheries
Executed by: Advance Africa Management 
Services (Professor Tom Hecht)

R40 000

The science, the ecosystem approach to management, the co-management structures and measures that have 
been put in place and that underlie the management of the South African fisheries, are of the highest order. This 
was the finding of a study funded by the RFA to benchmark the sustainability of five major South African fisheries 
against their international counterparts. The study found that, with the exception of the West Coast rock lobster 
fishery (an inshore fishery impacted by extremely high levels of illegal fishing) the management of South African 
fisheries is on a par – and in some instances superior – than the best performing global fisheries. 
The study also determined that South African scientists are considered leaders in the ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management. 

Photo: BirdLife South Africa
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Improving the sustainability rating of key 
bycatch species in the offshore trawl sector 
Executed by: WWF-SA (Jessica Greenstone)

R8 125

A RFA-funded, in-depth study of the most common bycatch species landed by the deep-sea trawling industry has 
resulted in a three year collaboration, in the form of a signed Fisheries Conservation Project (FCP), between the 
South African Deep-Sea Trawling Industry Association (SADSTIA) and WWF-SA. The collaboration will dramatically 
improve the data collection for, and the management of, bycatch species like angelfish, panga and jacopever. 
The goal is to ensure there is better recording at drag level and that catches are sorted, accurately tallied and 
reported. Such information will help scientists at DAFF to extract accurate catch data for each of seven priority  
non-target species and, in time, the top 12 non-target species landed by the fishery. This will ultimately improve 
their sustainability status on the Southern African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (WWF-SASSI) list.    

Bycatch mitigation measures and the feasibility 
of an industry-managed bycatch quota system 
for the inshore trawl fishery 
Executed by: UCT (Professor Colin Attwood and  
Jessica Greenstone) 

R149 800

Following the implementation of two RFA-funded projects, the inshore trawl fishery for hake and sole has adopted a 
bycatch management plan.  
The “experimental threshold bycatch project” is the full name of the scheme that is being tested by the South East 
Coast Inshore Fishing Association (SECIFA). 
Under the new management regime, SECIFA monitors catches and ensures that its members do not exceed the 
limits for each species that are set at the start of the fishing season. The RFA projects have paved the way for the 
bycatch species to form part of a Fisheries Conservation Project for the inshore trawl fishery.

The fisheries term “bycatch” 
refers to a fish or other 
marine species that is 
caught unintentionally while 
fishing for certain target 
species and target sizes.  
Bycatch may be retained, 
processed and sold. 

Photo: I&J
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Establishing an electronic data management model 
Executed by: RFA, DAFF and I&J with initial support from Olrac SPS 
(Dr Amos Barkai and Dr Philippe Lallemand)

TBC

The methods used to collect and capture data from South African fisheries are often inefficient and make it difficult 
for fisheries managers to use data effectively. The current data collection process, whereby logbooks are manually 
completed and physically handed over to data capturers in DAFF is laborious, slow and susceptible to error.  
More importantly, the analysis of raw data is often only conducted several months after it is collected, making it very 
difficult for managers to get an idea of the status of a fishery in real time. This project aims to remedy this situation 
by instituting a modern, electronic reporting system to collect, transmit and store fisheries data. A desktop study 
was undertaken by Olrac SPS to analyse available electronic data capture tools and make recommendations on 
tools suitable for the objectives of this project. The RFA is currently working with DAFF to assess how an electronic 
reporting system can initially be trialled with I&J vessels and later with the trawl fishery for hake and the broader 
South African fishing industry.

Assessing the impact of seismic survey activity 
Executed by: Dave Russell Fisheries Consultancy (William David Russell)

R103 500

The use of seismic reflection profiling (seismic surveys) to obtain information about the geological structures under 
the seafloor has become common practice. Such surveys utilise large, specially designed ships that tow an array 
of powerful air guns. The guns generate sound waves by firing off explosive blasts of air at regular intervals. When 
sound waves are reflected off the seafloor they create a picture of underwater geological formations. The intensity 
of sound produced by the firing of seismic air guns can reach up to 250 decibels near the source – that’s double the 
sound intensity produced by a jackhammer.

This project will provide some clarity on the impact that seismic surveys may be having on local fish populations 
and the marine environment. The findings of the study will be used to engage with the oil and gas industry and the 
regulators (DAFF and the Department of Mineral Resources) to adopt measures that mitigate against these impacts.

CURRENT pRoJecTs

Photo: Pixabay.com
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Monitoring bycatches of vulnerable, endangered, 
threatened and protected species in select South African 
commercial fisheries
Executed by: UCT (Professor Colin Attwood and Jessica Greenstone) 

R30 000

Knowing how many vulnerable, endangered, threatened or protected (ETP) species are accidentally caught in 
South Africa’s major commercial fisheries is the first step towards addressing this problem. 

ETP species include certain types of whales and dolphins, all species of turtles, some seabirds and a number of 
sharks, skates and rays.   

This project seeks to prepare and refine the information on ETP species collected over the past decade so that 
it is useful for management purposes. Catch and observer data will be analysed with a view to identifying key 
vulnerable or ETP bycatch species caught in six major commercial fisheries, namely the inshore and offshore trawl 
fisheries for hake; the hake longline fishery; the midwater trawl fishery for horse mackerel; and the large pelagic 
longline fishery for tuna and swordfish. A protocol for observers working in these fisheries will be developed and 
guidelines will be submitted to DAFF so that a steady stream of reliable data on catches of vulnerable or  
ETP species is generated in each of the six fisheries.

CURRENT pRoJecTs

Photo: Peter Chadwick
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In 2015, the RFA celebrated the signing of a fourth two-year agreement between its partners. At the same time,  
it adopted a new strategy which will see future RFA projects focused on four key areas: 

1 Safeguarding the seabed
The RFA is working with the Centre for Environmental Rights (CER) and the Safeguard Our Seabed Coalition (SOSC) 
to better understand the potential impacts that large scale mining of marine phosphates will have on the 
environment and the economy. Together with SOSC, the Alliance will seek to:

•	 engage with government to request a moratorium on bulk sediment mining until more is known about 
the impacts of this practice; 

•	 support the CER in developing and motivating for a holistic Marine Spatial Planning framework that 
encourages the coordinated use of marine resources;  

•	 maintain a keen interest in the seabed experiment being conducted by the South African Deep-Sea 
Trawling Industry, the South African National Biodiversity Institute, the South African Earth Observation 
Network and UCT to understand the impacts of trawling on the seabed. 

2 Science-based decision making
The RFA strives to partner with DAFF and the fishing industry to:

•	 trial an electronic data reporting system with the aim of providing decision-makers in DAFF with timeous 
access to accurate fisheries data in real time. The long-term vision is a switch from paper-based to 
electronic catch reporting; 

•	 address challenges faced by the fishing industry by promoting the principle of co-management; 
•	 explore how best to improve skills capacity in the fisheries sector.

DRIvINg ChANgE in The FishinG indusTRy
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DRIvINg ChANgE in The FishinG indusTRy

3 Policy and law
The RFA will seek to entrench the principles that promote good fisheries management in South Africa by: 

•	 facilitating the adoption of an ecosystem approach to fisheries management in policy and law;
•	 improving overall compliance within the South African fishing industry;
•	 supporting the roll out of the Responsible Fisheries Training course to the DAFF Monitoring, 

Control and Surveillance (MCS) directorate.

4 Endangered animals
The RFA will support:

•	 efforts by UCT to establish an observer protocol to monitor catches of endangered, threatened and 
protected species;

•	 the gathering and analysing of data related to the status of the African penguin;
•	 efforts to promote the understanding and adoption of an EAF in South Africa. 

Collaboration remains the distinguishing quality of the RFA’s work. The Alliance will continue to work 
constructively with its partners, the fishing industry, the industry regulator (DAFF), non-governmental 
organisations and the scientific community, in pursuit of its vision of healthy marine ecosystems supporting 
a robust seafood industry in South Africa.

The skipper and crew of the deep-sea trawler, Andromeda.  Photo: Claire Attwood

Marine spatial planning

MSP is a decision-making process 
that guides where and when human 
activities occur in the ocean. MSP is 
increasingly being implemented in 
many countries around the world. 
It is used to make sure the right 
activity takes place in the right 
place and helps the ocean economy 
grow sustainably – benefitting 
humans and the environment alike.
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“Shared challenges within the seafood sector have high-
lighted the need for collaboration between NGOs and 
the fishing industry. The RFA provides a platform for such 
collaboration through open dialogue between these 
stakeholders to find pragmatic solutions to complex 
challenges. To date, the Alliance has achieved many 
successes in advancing responsible fisheries management 
practices and in shaping the application of an ecosystem 
approach to fisheries management in South Africa. WWF 
commends Alliance members for their commitment thus far 
and encourages them to continue to uphold and promote 
the principles and vision of responsible fisheries governance 
within their own organisations and the broader South African 
fishing industry.”

WWF South Africa Head of Environmental Programmes, 
Theressa Frantz

A PARTNERShIP oF like-minded oRGAnisATions

“Viking Fishing is one of the most diversified fishing companies 
in South Africa. We are active in a wide range of fisheries and 
aquaculture sectors and our prosperity and future depends on 
the health of marine and coastal ecosystems. Our participation 
in the Responsible Fisheries Alliance gives us the opportunity 
to work constructively for the future of our company, and the 
more than 1 500 people who are employed by our business.”

Viking Fishing Executive Chairman, Nico Bacon

“The RFA is a critical, unique and valuable alliance that unifies 
industry, environmental groups and other stakeholders.   
It creates the space for these varied stakeholders – each with 
different reasons for existing but a common goal when they 
sit around a table – to pool knowledge, resources and effort 
with the aim of ensuring a sustainable approach to fisheries 
that will result in the preservation of our marine ecosystems 
for the benefit of current and future generations.”

Sea Harvest CEO, Felix Ratheb

“At the formation of the RFA, Oceana recognised that to 
effectively promote responsible fishing practices and achieve 
our sustainable development goals, a collaborative effort was 
required. Through this important partnership, we’ve been 
able to facilitate a collective responsible fisheries employee 
training programme, thereby empowering employees to 
fully appreciate the significance of sustainability and long-
term societal value creation for the South African community.”

Oceana Group CEO, Francois Kuttel
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A PARTNERShIP oF like-minded oRGAnisATions

The Responsible Fisheries Alliance is committed 
to the continuous promotion and implement-
ation of responsible fishing practices. Member 
organisations see the long-term sustainability 
of South Africa’s marine resources as central to 
the success of their businesses and in line with 
their organisational values. Collaboration is 
essential to ensure that South Africa’s marine 
resources are sustainably used.

“At Pioneer Fishing, we respect the principles of sustainability 
and responsible fishing as core values to ensure continuity of 
our operations. We constantly adapt our fishing operations 
to minimise environmental impact and ensure that our 
employees and our seagoing personnel share this vision in 
their approach to fishing. We partner with other like-minded 
fishing companies in the Responsible Fisheries Alliance to 
achieve this objective.”

Pioneer Fishing CEO, Johannes Du Preez

“The RFA has created an environment of cooperation and 
provided a platform for open and honest discussions with 
decision-makers in the industry. The strength of the RFA is 
that its stated goal is towards sustainability and responsible 
behaviour. That's a powerful goal against which we can hold 
members accountable. The RFA has been especially valuable 
in changing the mindsets of everyone involved, from CEOs to 
skippers and fishing crews.”

BirdLife SA CEO, Mark Anderson

“I&J is a proud founder member of the Responsible Fisheries 
Alliance (RFA), which is internationally unique, allowing 
a joint setting of strategy between major stakeholders 
including WWF-SA and Birdlife South Africa. This alignment 
ensures a sense of joint obligation and understanding of how 
best to drive and maintain ocean ecosystem sustainability.  
Being a member of the RFA underlines I&J’s commitment to 
progressive and environmentally responsible fishing.”

 I&J Managing Director, Jonty Jankovich-Besan

Photo: Oceana
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Photo: Claire Attwood

Financial report

Charter

RFA FinAnciAl RepoRT (2009–2016)  

Income

Membership Fees 2 861 729,00

Training Contributions 1 850 000,00

4 711 729,00

expenses

Projects 1 170 498,72

Training 1 850 000,00

Communications 213 020,52

Meetings and workshops 29 134,55

Operating expenses 203 808,15

WWF Management Fee 193 731,75

RFA Coordination 363 203,23

4 023 396,92

Available for current and future projects 688 332,08
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Projects completed

Area of interest Project title Consultant Date

Promoting evidence-based decision 
making

Review of the Offshore Resources Observer Programme and  
the observer data: 2002–2009

CapFish (Monique Boucher) 2010

Establishing an electronic data management model in  
South African fisheries

 OLRAC SPS (Dr Amos Barkai and Dr Philippe Lallemand) 2014

Seabird mortality bycatch mitigation Vessel Management Plan to reduce seabird mortality Barrie Rose 2011

Rory Lines: a silver lining for seabirds in South Africa’s demersal 
trawl fisheries

Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, UCT  
(Edward Rice)

2012

Inshore Trawl Bycatch Potential bycatch mitigation measures in the south coast inshore 
trawl fishery

Marine Research Institute, UCT (Prof Colin Attwood) and 
Botany Department, NMMU (Prof Amanda Lombard)

2011

Feasibility of an industry-managed bycatch “PUCL-quota” system 
for the inshore trawl fishery

Marine Research Institute, UCT (Prof Colin Attwood and 
Jessica Greenstone)

2013

African Penguins How much energy do African penguins extract from the sea? Animal Demography Unit, UCT (Prof Leslie Underhill and  
Dr Antje Steinfurth) 

2011

African penguins’ prey abundance and distribution at a small 
spatio-temporal scale

Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, UCT  
(Dr Lorien Pichegru and Alistair McInnes)

2013

Further evaluations of factors pertinent to evaluating penguin-
fishery interactions

Marine Resource Assessment and Management Group, 
UCT (Prof Doug Butterworth)

2014

Using holistic datasets for modelling penguin-fishery 
competition

BirdLife SA (Dr Ross Wanless) 2014

Foraging strategies and habitat utilisation of the African penguin, 
Spheniscus demersus, around Robben and Dassen Islands

Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, UCT  
(Dr Antje Steinfurth)

2015

“Blue sky” Workshop: new ways of thinking about the West Coast 
ecosystem and how penguins interact with other elements

BirdLife SA (Christina Hagen) 2015

Technical support and facilitation of island closure experiment 
analyses

DAFF (Janet Coetzee) 2016

Legislative framework Informing effective policies for responsible fisheries in  
South Africa

Rhodes University (Prof Kevern Cochrane) 2014

Benthic protection WWF-SA/RFA Marine Mining Engagement Strategy Carolyn Ah Shene-Verdoorn 2014

Valuing the socio-economic contribution of fisheries and other 
marine uses in South Africa

Environmental Economics Policy Research Unit, UCT  
(Kerri Brick and Reviva Hasson)

2016

Broad EAF projects  Benchmarking South Africa’s fisheries Advance Africa Management Services cc (Prof Tom Hecht) 2015

Developing a Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries in  
South Africa

 CapFish (Dave Japp and Melanie Smith) 2015

A decade of the ecosystem approach to fisheries in South Africa, 
2005–2015

Marine Research Institute and Department of Biological 
Sciences, UCT (Dr Emily McGregor, Dr Lynne Shannon and  
Prof Astrid Jarre) and WWF South Africa (John Duncan 
and Jessica Greenstone)

2016

Offshore trawl bycatch Improving the WWF-SASSI sustainability rating of key non-target 
species from the hake offshore trawl sector

WWF-SA (Jessica Greenstone) 2015

Capacity development Responsible fisheries training programme RFA Training Working Group Ongoing

Responsible fisheries training posters Strika Entertainment Ongoing

Projects currently underway

Promoting evidence based decisions Electronic data management implementation project DAFF, I&J, RFA 2017

Broad EAF projects Monitoring of endangered, threatened and protected species in 
South Africa fisheries

Marine Research Institute, UCT (Prof Colin Attwood and  
Jessica Greenstone)

2017

Benthic protection Assessing the impact of seismic survey activity Dave Russell Fisheries Consultancy cc (William David 
Russell)

2017

Legislative framework Understanding how best to affect the fisheries policy framework RFA 2017

summARy oF RFA PROjECTS
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http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Observer-programme-review_final.pdf
http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Observer-programme-review_final.pdf
http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Lallemand-2013-An-electronic-data-management-model-for-SA-fisheries.pdf
http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Lallemand-2013-An-electronic-data-management-model-for-SA-fisheries.pdf
http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/BMP-project-Final-Report.pdf
http://adu.org.za/pdf/Rice_Edward_2012_MSc_CB_thesis.pdf
http://adu.org.za/pdf/Rice_Edward_2012_MSc_CB_thesis.pdf
http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Attwood-bycatch-mitigation.pdf
http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Attwood-bycatch-mitigation.pdf
http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/RFA-Bycatch-Management-Report.pdf
http://www.rfalliance.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/RFA-Bycatch-Management-Report.pdf
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